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So completely unaware was I of a wor1d. outsid.e

my scbool- end famlly llfe that even the declaratlon

of y{ar ln September 1939 failed to d.lsturb rlo. I was

therefore utterly staggered. when one early morning the

foIlowlng May I beheld. end.legs rowa of well-equlpped

German troops marchlng grimly by our frontd.oor. Thle

was invasion, war r occupatlon - in .;other word.s

reallty 1n lts hareheet form lltena}Iy brought home

to me .
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7 ,i n not iike to reca}I tbe } earB f ollowing
I tJ\J I

tblsroughawakenlng.Theycontalntoomuchreal
palnarrd.lrrepe"ra.blelogg.B6eid.eg'mypersonal

trlbulations seem trivial when coropared witb tbe

name}esgsufferingethiswarhaecaused,alloYer
the world.

Thefacte,brlefly'arethese:Myunenthuglastic

attendanceattheMedlcalFacultyofaformerly

Austrian University \rvas abruptly broken off and' follow-

ed by a compulsory Eeven montbsr sojourn at a Nazyi

Youth Labour camp. soon aftor my d'lecharge a d'epor-

tationorder,d.escrlblngourfamllyagrunrellable
border lntsabltantsr lYaB to take uB r togethgr wlth

abusload.ofoquallyunworthycompatrlotsarrd.aml-
nimrrmofluggagortoStleslalntbehoartofthe
r Vaterland.r , whero r lt waa expec ted' t proper envlron-

ment combrned. wlth modern indoc tri,nat 10n method's would

convert u8 i-nto f iret rate nat ional-Boclalist c 1t izens'
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We never got furthur than the local rallway etatlon.

My father who had been sufferlng from a severe co1d.

was feveri.sh and. a German doctor certifled. that he

was in no cond.ltlon to und.ertake the proposed jour-

ney. YVe were sent home but fathen d.1d. not survive

the ehock. He d.ied. nlne d.ays later 6f pneumonla and.

heartfallure.

Mother and. I never felt quite safe afterward.s,

but - probably d.ue to some adminletratlve overslght

we suffered. no further interferenceo

Llberat iOn came at long last and a netry life

seemed. to begln ful1 of hope and promiee.
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Poesessed. wlth a strong deelre to contrlbute

actlvely toward.e tho war effort and. make up for loet

t lme , I took up servlce wl th the Amerlcan Army and ,

to Mamat s great sorrow and. rny frlend.er shocked. d.la-

approval, I followed. the vlctorious troope lnto €oo-

my terultoqf . Young and ,i.r"*pur1enced., with a fair

amount of Bffod w111 as rny only ass€t, I was to learn
rt

meny a lesa,on d.uring rny brief army career: f d.lscovor-

ed to my dlsmay that our God.-sent llberaq6rgl ana allies
I

were not entirely exempt from human weaXnddes and that

our d.espenat e Iy hoped.-f or I Free Y[or1d.t was wrought wl th

lmpe rfec t 1 ons .

After the-on the whole lnstructlve-armJr .:eBieod.e

I spent a few years on the staff of Unlted. Natlone

Spec 1a1l zed. Agenclee, wlth Parls and. Geneva BB theatre
I

of operatlons. Thls period. oan be consldered. aB large-

Iy'more satiefactorY.



EXPLANATORY NOTES TO EXCERPTS from "o my life story' by Odette
Brausch t'

Odette Brausch's wartime experiences and work-for the American Liberation
ormv:+

My mother never spoke to anyone about these years of her life, except to my
father, and he kept much of this knowledge to himself during his lifetime.

However he did tell us, her daughters, that she worked for the Americans as
interpreter (she was proficient in 5 languages and was learning Russian) and she
drove anny vehicles for the U.S. forces. (My father was always very proud of the
fact that she could 'double-clutch' which is apparently how one changes the gears
in a truck).

She also kept journals or diaries (we, her daughters, have not found all of them).
These do not describe the momentous events of her times and her life but do
describe her feelings, thoughts and reactions.

It is significant that her journals are in English. She had developed a loathing for
the German language. I believe that she chose English as the language of her
diaries because it was the language of those she hoped would be the victors in the
war.
She hated that the American soldiers addressed Luxembourgers in German. She
says in her diary that
" some so-called American soldiers are offended by our in-born fanatic hatred of
anything German ... .they instinctively speak that language ... . .

The disappointment that she expresses concerning her army experiences derive
from the fact that she felt the American soldiers were too friendly with the
Germans.
Her diary mentions
"They 'froternize'with German^s.......it is impossiblefor me to put into words how
I feel obout this. h is simply inconceivable and leaves me numbed as from a heavy
blow ".

But she realised that she was being too strong in her judgements and admitted in
her diary that it was unjust
"to some extent because I judge and condemn the whole body because of some
rotten members " .

Finally she explains to herself in her diary their failures in this regard, as follows:
"I know why the average American solider has such a serene disregardfor what
we coll enemy : simply because he is opposed to any strongfeeling of any kind".

My mother's father, Dr Jean Brausch, who died very shortly after the family was
due to be deported (see ooMy Life Story") was awarded < la Croix de I'ordre de la
Resistance 1940- 1944 > posthumously on 23'd January lg47 .

Luxembourg, 3'd January 2014.
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